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Minutes 

 

Scrutiny Board 
Minutes - 7 March 2019 

 

Attendance 
 

Members of the Scrutiny Board 
 
Cllr Stephen Simkins (Chair) 
Cllr Paula Brookfield 
Cllr Peter O'Neill 
Cllr Jacqueline Sweetman 
Cllr Philip Bateman MBE 
Cllr Greg Brackenridge 
Cllr Jasbinder Dehar 
Cllr Dr Michael Hardacre 
Cllr Sohail Khan 
Cllr Martin Waite 
 

 
In Attendance 
Cllr John Reynolds 
Cllr Louise Miles 

 
Witnesses  
  

 
Employees  
Tim Johnson Managing Director 
Earl Piggott-Smith Scrutiny Officer 
Ellis Turrell  
Richard Lawrence Director of Regeneration 
Peter Taylor Head of City Development 
Claire Nye Director of Finance 

 

 

Part 1 – items open to the press and public 
 

Item No. Title 

 
1 Apologies for absence 

Apologies for absence were received from the following: 
 
Cllr Arun Photay 
Cllr Linda Leach 
Cllr Jasbir Jaspal 
 

2 Declarations of interest 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 
3 Call-in Report Westside Delivery Strategy 
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Cllr Simkins outlined the process as detailed in the Council Constitution that would 
be followed to consider the call decision regarding the Westside Delivery Strategy 
Update report. The recommendations in the report were approved at a meeting of 
Cabinet on 20 February 2019. 
 
The Board were advised that there is no requirement in the Constitution to give 
reasons for a call in and that the Leader or Deputy Leader of the main opposition 
group is one of three people who could be asked for a decision to be called in prior to 
implementation.  
 
Cllr Simkins outlined the options available to members of the Board after they have 
considered the evidence to be presented. 
 
Cllr Thompson was invited to address the Board and give reasons for the call in. 
 
Cllr Thompson commented on previous large-scale projects led by the Council where 
it was felt that the associated risks had not been properly considered. Furthermore, 
given the length of the project it was important to have proper scrutiny of the plan 
and to get reassurance that all the implications have been properly considered. A 
reference was made to the existing cinema at Bentley Bridge and the plan to open a 
new cinema as part of the development so close to the city centre. A reference was 
also made about the proposals for developing a food and beverage outlets and the 
market research done to assess their future viability. A summary of the additional 
comments is given below: 
 

 A view that a change in the procurement process could leave the potential for a 
developer to bring forward a legal challenge against the Council. 

 The report refers to a possible funding gap in the project and more details were 
required about how this would be addressed. 

 The financial viability of the plans for car park provision and whether  
consideration given to offering free car parking to visitors. 

 A concern about the financial risks to the Council of the proposed scheme. 
 
Cllr Simkins proposed that in view of the financial issues highlighted in the areas 
of concern that the discussion should be exempt. 

 
4 Exclusion of the press and public 

 [To pass the following resolution: 
  
That in accordance with Section 100A (4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the 
press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business as 
they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information on the grounds shown below.] 
 
Decision: 
 
That in accordance with Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the 
press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business as 
they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information relating to the financial or 
business affairs of any particular person (including the authority holding that 
information). 
 
Resolved: The Board approved the resolution. 
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5 Westside Delivery Strategy update 

The Board agreed to consider agenda items 5, 6, 7,8 and 9 as a single discussion 
item. 
 
 
Resolved: 
 Scrutiny Board agreed to support Option A – Note the decision, which can 
then be implemented. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 19:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 Lead Call-In Member to present reasons for calling the decision in 
7 Cabinet Member and Officer(s) to present reasons for decision 
8 Debate in relation to the Call-in and the decision taken 
9 Vote on the Options 


